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In reply to the June 22, 2004 Office Action, reconsideration of the rejection is 
respectfully requested in light of the following remarks. Claims 1-12 are pending in this 
application. 

The Office Action rejects claims 1-12 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Hikosaka et al. 
(U.S. Publication No. 2004/0001975). The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The U.S. filing date of Hikosaka is Jime 5, 2003, which is later than the priority dates 
of both priority docxmients of the above-identified application. Specifically, the present 
application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 of Japanese Patent Application No. JP 2002- 
294716, filed October 8, 2002, and Japanese Patent Application No. JP 2002-379436, filed 
December 27, 2002. Accordingly, the U.S. filing date of Hikosaka is later than the priority 
dates of the present application. In order to perfect the claim for priority of the present 
application, and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.55, verified English translations of both 
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priority documents are hereby attached. Thus, Hikosaka is not prior art to the present 
application. 

Because Hikosaka is not prior art, claims 1-12 are patentable over Hikosaka, and 
withdrawal of the rejection of the claims imder 35 U.S.C. §103(a) is respectfully requested. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-12 are 
earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirablie in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted. 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 
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Registration No. 55,478 
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Attachments: Translation of JP 2002-379436 
Translation of JP 2002-294716 
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